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Roger Gathman 



Chapter One 



DIXI ET 
SALVAVI 
AN I MAM 

ME AM 



KARL 
MARX'S 
IMAGE 



-THE BROW, 
THE FULL WHITE BEARD, 



HAS IMPRESSED ITSELF ON THE GLOBAL 

CONSCIOUSNESS FAR BEYOND THAT OF ANY OTHER 

NINETEENTH CENTURY EUROPEAN. BUT THIS 

AFTERLIFE HAS TO BE PAID FOR AND SO MARX'S 

GHOST HAS DIED THE THOUSAND DEATHS THAT 

BEFALL STEREOTYPES. 
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This 

EVERYMAN GUIDE 

TO MARX IS ACTUALLY 

AN INSTRUCTION MANUAL 

FOR DEFAMILIARIZING 

Marx. 
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In his eulogy, Friedrich Engels 
compared Marx's discovery of 
the laws that governed the 
"development of human history" 
to Darwin's discovery of the laws 
that govern the evolution of 
organic nature. but, for all of 
Marx's intellectual achievement, 
Engels said, 



U 



HE WAS ABOVE ALL 
ELSE A REVOLUTIONIST. 



» 
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Paul Lafargue, Marx's son 
in law, who was one of 
the mourners at the funeral, 
later wrote, in a memoir of 

THE MAN 



Karl Marx was one of 
the rare men who could 

be leaders in 

science and public life 

atthesametime:these two 

aspects were so closely 

united in him that one can 

understand him only by 

taking into account both 



THE SCHOLAR AND 
THE SOCIALIST FIGHTER. 
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UNFORTUNATELY, 

IN THE 127 YEARS SINCE MARX'S DEATH, 

THIS KEY TO THE INTELLECTUAL LABYRINTH 

HE LEFT BEHIND — 



The unity of his work 

as a revolutionist 

and a scholar 

— has been used 

all too rarely. 



nOMTA °° 



Either his works have been in- 
terpreted WHOLLY IN TERMS OF 
an intellectual history tradi- 
tion of "great minds," which 
Marx had tried to overthrow, 



or attempts are made to 
translate his economic theo- 
ries into a rational-choice, 
equilibrium-based economics 
fitted to solve contemporary 
problems. 






Roger Caillois, 

IN ONE OF 

THE FOUNDING 

TEXTS OF 



LUDOLOGY 



the science 
of play 



DIVIDED PLAY INTO 
4 TYPES: 



AGON, 

R COMPETITIVE PLA 

ALEA, 



OR GAMES OF CHANCE; 



MIMICRY, 



ILINX. 

Games of ilinx are 

games of dizziness, 

of turning things 

upside down — 
or righting upside- 
down things. 



From the child's game of 

whirling until one is dizzy 

to carnival rides 

to drinking games, 



XNI1I 
ILINX 



IS AN IMPORTANT, 

THOUGH OFTEN OVERLOOKED, 

SOCIAL PRACTICE. 
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Marx, in his private 

life, liked to play 

games of agon chess 

and checkers. 



In his intellectual life, he basi- 
cally FOUGHT TWO FIERCE INTEL- 
lectual battles: in the '40s, 
against his erstwhile friends 
in Germany, the philosophers 
known as the left hegelians, 
and in the economic works 
spanning from the '50s through 
the '70s, against the bourgeois 
political economists. 



But within the domain of agon, 
Marx's tactics are, some- 
times CONFUSINGLY, DICTATED 

by ilynx — turning the terms 
of his opponents upside down. 
Or, as Marx would have it, 
turning them rightside up. but 
the round-about way in which 
games of ilynx unfold is dis- 
orienting; 



> 



* 




30 





At the end of his life, Marx set about to correct one such 

mispercetion — that he had discovered the laws of all human 

history and laid them out in capital. as he pointed out to a 

Russian journal in 1877, 



he was dealing with the 

trajectory of the history 

of Western Europe, 

and that trajectory 

could not be used as a 

suprahistorical template 

for Russian, or, for that 

matter, world, history. 






BUT, HE HAD DISCOVERED A FORCE THAT WAS CREATING UNIVERSAL 
HISTORY AS BLINDLY AS A MOLE CREATES A BURROW: CAPITALISM. 
MARX POINTED OUT, WITH HIS INIMITABLE COMBINATION OF 
RAPTURE AND SARCASM 



A CERTAIN GIGANTICISM 



THAT WAS INHERENT IN CAPITALISM 



m 
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iff I 



as he wrote in 

The Communist Manifesto, 

this had never been inherent 

in any other socioeconomic 

arrangement: 



The feudal system of 
industry, in which 
industrial production 
was monopolized by 
closed guilds, now no 
..onger sufficed for 
the growing wants 
of the new markets. 
The manufacturing 
system took its place. 
The guild-masters were 
pushed on one side by 
the manufacturing 
middle class; division 
of labour between the 
different corporate guilds 
vanished in the face of 
division of labour in each 
single workshop. 
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The productive 
capability of 
manufacturing was 
never in "equilibrium" 
with demand, but 
created the conditions 
::or a grand oscillation 
oetween periods of 
confidence and periods 
of crisis. There was 
always a tendency, 
driven by competition, 
to overproduce goods 
and to minimize 
the "costs" of labor- 
that is, to cut wages— 
Droducing a class of 
inder-consumers, 
he workers. 
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BUSINESS HISTORY PROCEEDED 



D SLUMPS. 





Modern industry established 
the world market, for which the 
discovery of america paved the way. 
This market gave an immeasurable 
development to trade, navigation, 
and communication. 



These in their turn drove 

THE EXTENSION 
OF INDUSTRY 

AND IN THE SAME MEASURE AS 

INDUSTRY, TRADE, NAVIGATION, 

AND RAILWAYS EXPANDED, 



THE BOURGEOISIE DEVELOPED AND 

CAPITAL MULTIPLIED WHILE EVERY CLASS 

HANDED DOWN FROM THE MIDDLE AGES 

WAS PUSHED INTO THE BACKGROUND. 
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In effect, Marx's 
methodological viewpoint 
was always 
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STEREOSCOPIC, 

DOUBLE, SEEING THE MOTORS 

THAT DROVE CAPITALISM 

AND SEEING, FROM THE OUTSIDE, THAT 

THOSE MOTORS WERE NOT NATURAL 



Marx was quite sure 
that capitalism, 

WHILE UNLEASHING THE POWER OF 

HUMAN PRODUCTIVITY 

AND CREATING A GLOBAL SOCIETY, 

WAS ALSO PRODUCING 

THE CONDITIONS 

THAT WOULD LEAD IT 

TO BE 




+*■ 






*rr 



OVERTHROWN 



■ 



pnf^-tt 
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The accidental human product 
of the capitalist class was 



A NEW SOCIAL PHENOMENON CON- 
SISTING OF PEOPLE WHO SOLD 
THEIR TIME, THEIR ABSTRACT 
WORKING-POWER ITSELF, TO CAPI- 
TALISTS. This class, Marx memo- 
rably WROTE, WOULD BE THE 



OMMUNIST MANIFEST! 

WAS WRITTEN AS A SORT OF 



THE REVOLUTION-TO-CO 

IN WHICH THE PROLETARIAT 

WOULD RISE UP AND DO TO 

THE BOURGEOISIE WHAT 

THE BOURGEOISIE HAD DONE T 

MONARCHS AND ARISTOCRATS 




In Marx's view, 

REVOLUTION IS A TRUTH PROCEDURE THAT 

DISSOLVES THE IDEOLOGICAL IMAGE OF 

THE FIXED AND IMMUTABLE FORM OF SOCIETY 

— THE WAY WE ENCOUNTER IT IN EVERYDAY LIFE — 

AND SHOWS THAT SOCIETY MUST CONTINUALLY 
RECONSTITUTE ITS MATERIAL CONDITIONS. 



Society's structures, in other words, 

have to reproduce themselves; 

otherwise it ceases to exist. 

SO, SOCIETY MANUFACTURES IMAGES OF 

ITS OWN IMMUTABILITY IN ORDER 

TO FORWARD THIS PROCESS. 



BY REVEALING THIS IMAGE 
OF IMMUTABILITY AS EXACTLY 
THAT, AN IMAGE, THE IDEA OF 
REVOLUTION PROVIDES A POINT 
OF CONVERGENCE FOR ALL THE 
IDEAS WITH WHICH MARX IS 



ASSOCIATED (ALIENATION, 

THE EXPOSURE OF IDEOLOGY, 
THE LABOR THEORY OF 

VALUE, THE CRISIS THEORY 
OF CAPITALISM, HISTORICAL 
MATERIALISM, ETC.). 
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In his mature years, and to the end of his 

life, those who knew marx best called him 

"the Moor." Or the "Old Moor." He signed 

letters with that nickname — and sometimes, 

to his daughters, he would sign himself 



The Moor, or Old Nick — 
the devil himself — has 
been the most resonant 
image of the european 
Other since the fif- 
teenth CENTURY, WHEN THE 

Mediterranean almost 

became an islamic lake. 

Shakespeare's Othello — 

one of Marx's favorite 

plays — plucks the image 

of that Other and makes 

him, paradoxically, a 

defender of the european 

order — even though, at 

the end of the play, he is 

expelled. 



Old Nick." 
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USING FINEST INTELLECTUAL 



TOOLS THAT BOURGEOIS EUROPE 
COULD PROVIDE HIM WITH, 



but he underst^d it 

£ls its own Other. 

He understood it as 

the ultimate 

stranger. 



y^ii-*« 
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:an view the great 
seedtime of marx's life, 



,' 



the period from 1843, 
started^tudying the politicafcecon- 
^849, when he fled to England as trre 
lutions on the Continent co^Hs«|, 

AS THE EXPRESSION OF A DELIBERA 
SYSTEMATIC ESTRANGEMEN 



s 

* 



This intellectual project was correlat- 
ed WITH THE DELIBERATE AND SYSTEMATIC 
ESTRANGEMENT EXPERIENCED BY A WHOLE 



CLASS — 






w 

THE 
OLETARIAT. 




B 
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Marx, in casting himself 
as the Old Moor of Europe, 
was casting himself as 



THE MAN 

WHO APPRO- 
PRIATED THE 

MASTER'S 
KNOWLEDGE 
IN THE INTER- 
EST OF THE 
SERVANT. 
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Chapter Four 



THE 

ECONOMIC 

DETERMINIST? 



MARX 

wrote 

NO 

auto 

BIO 

graphy. 
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Throughout his life, 
Marx expressed only derision for those 
"revolutionaries" who focused largely on their own 
personal experience and in the process became celeb- 
rities, he did not think of politics in terms of "gentle 

souls" and "noble spirits"; 
to him, such talk was on the level of petit-bourgeois 
socialism, which sought to impose an ahistorical vi- 
sion of justice on society. 
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Although officially Marx is a Taurus, 
born on May 5, 1818, he is the Leo 

AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS. It IS RARE 

that he expressed himself in terms 
of a personal "doubt." the method 
of Descartes may have been all very 
well for its era, slowly freeing 
itself from the chains of scholasti- 
CISM — but Marx did not see his own 

PERIOD AS ONE IN WHICH THE CONFES- 
SION OF DOUBTS WAS HELPFUL. 




Like the inventor of 
a machine who proposes 
to solve a material prob- 
LEM, Marx wanted, in his 

PUBLISHED WORK, TO INCLUDE 
THOSE THINGS OF 



MATERIAL RELEVANCE 



FOR DESCRIBING AND PROMOT- 
ING THE OVERTHROW 
OF CAPITALISM. 



" 



Marx first approached the evolution of 
societies through the study of jurispru- 
dence, in its most philosophical form, 
but outside of his university classes, on 
the street of berlin (his first metropo- 
lis — others would follow, including paris 
in 1843, brussels in 1845, and finally 
London in 1849 — each city being a refuge, 
as Marx was continually being expelled 
as a dangerous man from one country or 
another) or in the woods of the great 
landowner's estates in prussia, 



WHAT HE SAW IS THAT 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL VIEW 

OF THE LAW IS UNABLE TO 

ACCOUNT FOR THE BASIC 

MOVEMENTS THAT ARE 

OCCURRING WITHIN THE LAW. 






In fact, the law was 
being pulled along 
by economic forces. 
Thus, legal precedent 
was being picked 
apart and rearranged 
to justify vast shifts 
in property relations, 
and were these shifts 
decided by the state 
and imposed on the 
population? While his 
training in both law 
and Hegel might make 



THIS SEEM TO BE BOTH 
THE RATIONAL AND REAL 
COURSE OF THINGS, IT 
SEEMED, INSTEAD, THAT 
THE LAW SIMPLY CAUGHT 
UP WITH EXOGENOUS 
PULLS EMANATING FROM 
THOSE WHO OWNED THE 
MEANS OF PRODUCTION, 
THE CAPITALIST CLASS, 
INTO WHICH THE GREAT 
LANDHOLDERS WERE 
TRANSFORMING THEM- 
SELVES. 





In the area around Co- 
logne, WHERE A NEWSPA- 
PER Marx founded was 

LOCATED, A CENTURIES-OLD 
RIGHT TO GATHER WIND- 
FALL BRANCHES IN FORESTS, 
CH IN EFFECT SUPPLIED 
ANTS WITH THEIR HEAT 
AND COOKING FUEL, WAS 
COMING TO AN END. THE NEW 
LAWS VESTED EVERYTHING 



FROM TWIG TO ROTTING LOGS 
N THE HANDS OF THE "OWN- 
ER" OF THE FOREST, NEWLY 
DEFINED AS THE AGENT WHO 
HAD SOLE RIGHT TO ALL ITS 
RESOURCES AND USUFRUCTS. 
AS ANY READER WILL FIND, 
THE CHARACTERS IN TOLSTOY 
AND DOSTOEVSKY, SMALL OR 
GREAT GENTRY, ARE ALWAYS 
SELLING OFF FOREST LAND. 
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The process of fully mon- 
etizing TREES AND LAND WAS 
a crucial element in what 
Karl Polanyi called 



the 
Great 
Trans- 
forma- 
tion" 



THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A CAPITALIST INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM. 
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The change in laws gave Marx a 
glimpse of the broader movement 
of European society. Marx always 

had a poet's sense for the sym- 
bolic import of trivial things and 

a philosopher's desire to under- 



FROM 
POINT 



STAN D He saw that these changes were not 
driven by any internal legal logic of the 
type he had learned about in Berlin, 
but by independent economic forces. 
This was a lesson he never forgot: 
Q p THE wrla t determined the rules in a society, 
he would come to think, was the mode 
5T5 I EM) of production by which that society re- 
produced its material conditions. 
So overwhelming was the force of the 
ri CQ HE economic sphere in modernity that nei- 
ther the twigs nor the branches in the 
D I AT E L Y forest could escape it. 

MORE WAS INVOLVED HERE 



THEY 



THEM 

THE 

OF VIEW 

LARGER 

IN WHICH 

SIGNI- 

IMME- 

SAW THAT 

THAN A 



SMALL CHANGE IN THE LOCAL CUSTOM 
OF GLEANING. 



82 



*m :: r t^ 



%;. . \ 



y.b 



I 



**j 



1^^' ■'•V. 



n 



m 



■^. ..* 






i 



• • 



*S i. i 



i. i:c" 
















1 




| 


- 

I 



;§£ ,JT 



. i 




Marx is often called 
an economic determin- 
ist for believing that 



THE MATERIAL CONDITIONS 
OF LIFE" CONDITION OUR 
SOCIAL PRACTICES. 

Yet if this is economic determinism, it arises 
not only from criticizing the idealism of mak- 
ing thoughts the driver of history, but also from 
criticizing the determinism of the classical econ- 
omists, for whom economics is primarily about 
market activity. 

Adam Smith, 

in The Wealth of Nations, 

wrote that there exists 

"a certain propensity in human nature 

... to truck, barter, and exchange one 

thing for another." 

Smith's remark naturalizes 



V *& 



THE HOMO OECONOMICUS, 



THE ECONOMIC MAN, WHO 
M 



TION IS DETER- 



This calculator, this egotist, was in our breast 



ALL ALONG. 
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BUT FOR MARX 

IT IS A CATEGORY MISTAKE TO SAY THAT HUMAN NA- 
TURE IS INNATELY ORIENTED TOWARD GAIN, OR ACCU- 
MULATION, OR ACCRUING INDIVIDUAL ADVANTAGE. 



These are interiorized aspects of 
our social practices, which are 
historical — which have developed 
to their present point, and will 
continue to develop. 



Marx's economic determinism — 
which is simply an aspect of his 
materialism — has other roots. 



« 



The 

FACTOR Q 
TORY IS T 
ROUTIN 



-HI 



ONLY TRANS-HISTORICAL 

nati£al HIS- 

VE TO HAVE 

IVE AND 

TO EAT 

tour- 
being eaten. 



PROD 
AND SLEEP A* 
SELVES FROM 
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AND 
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In Marx's terminology, 



THESE GIVE 
US THE 

CONSTANTS 
IN OUR 

MODES OF 
PRODUCTION 



Marx doesn't predicate any 

original "will to power" or an 

instinctive need to exchange. 
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Smith's claim is not dismissed 
out of hand by marx — rather, 
it is diagnosed. 



Just as Marx saw that Hegel's idealism con- 
tained a useful methodology that could be 
transplanted into the musty school of mate- 
rialism AND REVIVED ON DIALECTICAL LINES, HE 
FOUND THAT THE ENLIGHTENMENT THINKERS WHO 
FIRST DEVELOPED POLITICAL ECONOMY 

— Adam Smith and David Ricardo in England, 
Frederic Bastiat and J.B. Say in France — 

TENDED TO NATURALIZE SOCIAL RELATIONS AND 
THUS REVERSE CAUSES WITHIN HISTORY, WHILE AT 
THE SAME TIME HITTING NEAR THE TRUTH BY CON- 
CEPTUALIZING THE DIVISION OF LABOR AS NOBODY 
HAD DONE BEFORE. 
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It wasn't our propensity 
to truck and barter that 
gave birth to the division 
of labor, but rather, it was 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF 



THE DIVISION OF LABOR 



AS TRIBES AND KINSHIP SYS- 
TEMS WERE TRANSFORMED 
INTO STATES — TYRANNIES AND 
REPUBLICS — THAT 



PRODUCED THE IMPETUS 



TO TRUCK AND BARTER. 
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All of these became parts of a single complex, de- 
rived FROM THE DIVISION OF LABOR AS IT BECAME THE SEC- 
OND NATURE OF THE SOCIAL ORDER. 



The division 
of labor: 



A BOUNDARY IS A CONDITION, 

A DYNAMIC, 

AN ADVENTURE. 
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If our social units are 

internally held together 

by the stitching of our 

mutual reciprocities 



(WHICH GO ALL THE WAY DOWN INTO OUR EMO- 
TIONAL LIFE, AS WE OFFER LOVE FOR LOVE IN 
RETURN, AND FAVOR FOR FAVOR), 

THEY ARE EXTERNALLY HELD THE WAY WE THINK AND FEEL, 
TOGETHER BY A TRANSACTIONAL WHICH ARE ALSO ACTS OF PRO- 
ORDER WHICH ALWAYS BEARS DUCTION, LOGICALLY BEAR THE 
THE IMPRESS OF THE DIVISION IMPRESS OF OUR DOMINANT 
OF LABOR, THE DISTRIBUTION MODE OF PRODUCTION. 
OF TASKS AND ROUTINES. 



Marx created 
a provisional metaphor for 
the flow of determination, 



THE BASE/SUPERSTRUCTURE 



MODEL. 
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AS SO OFTEN IN MARX, HIS POSTULATES ARE ANNOUNCED WITH A CERTAIN MUSIC, A 
SOUNDTRACK, CONSISTING OF THE NOISE OF CHAINS: FETTERS BEING DRAGGED, OR 
FETTERS BEING BURST ASUNDER, HAMMERBLOWS SOUNDING AT THE CRESCENDO OF 
HIS ARGUMENT: 



"IN THE SOCIAL PRODUCTION 
OF THEIR LIVES PERSONS EN- 
TER INTO DETERMINED AND 
NECESSARY RELATIONSHIPS 

INDEPENDENT OF THEIR WILL, 
THAT CORRESPOND TO A SPE- 
CIFIC STAGE OF THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THEIR PRODUCTIVE 
FORCES. THE COLLECTIVITY 
OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS OF 
PRODUCTION DEPICT THE ECO- 
NOMIC STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY, 
THE REAL BASE, UPON WHICH 
A JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL 
SUPERSTRUCTURE IS RAISED, 
AND WHICH CORRESPONDS TO 
SPECIFIC SOCIAL FORMS OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS. THE MODES 
OF PRODUCTION OF MATERIAL 
LIFE CONDITION THE SOCIAL, 
POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL 
LIFE PROCESS IN GENERAL. 
IT IS NOT THE CONSCIOUS- 
NESS OF PERSONS THAT DETER- 
MINES THEIR EXISTENCE, BUT, 



INVERSELY, THEIR SOCIAL EX- 
ISTENCE, WHICH DETERMINES 
THEIR CONSCIOUSNESS. At A 

certain stage of their de- 
velopment the material 
forces of production of a 
society come into contra- 
diction with the prevailing 
relations of production, 
or (which is only the jur- 
isprudential expression of 
this), with the relations of 
property, within which it 
have moved up to this time. 
Out of the forms of devel- 
opment OF THE FORCES OF 
PRODUCTION, THESE RELATION- 
SHIPS SUDDENLY CHANGE INTO 
FETTERS. 



THERE THEN 


ENTERS 


AN 


EPOCH 


OF 


REVOLUTION." 
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Even here, where the base/superstructure 
notion makes its appearance as a 



u 



Leitfaden 



» 



A LEADING THREAD, THE METAPHORIC 
TENDS TO METAMORPHOSE. 



In the end, the super- 
structure BECOMES 
fetters, which implies 
that the superstruc- 
ture is imprisoning 
the base upon which it 
rests. The base, upon 
which the superstruc- 
ture is reared, can 
change in a most un- 
base-like way. 



SOMETIMES IT 
IS A BASE, AND 
SOMETIMES IT IS 
AN EARTHQUAKE. 
INSTEAD OF AN 
IMAGE BEING 
USED TO EXPLAIN 
REALITY, REAL- 
ITY IS BEING AL- 
TERED TO FIT AN 
IMAGE. 



SO IT IS WITH 
THE BASE/SUPERSTRUCTURE METAPHOR. 



MAR>K, 
HOWEVER, 

DOES NOT USE THE BASE/SU- 
PERSTRUCTURE METAPHOR VERY 
OFTEN — PERHAPS HE INSTINC- 
TIVELY SHIED AWAY FROM IT AS, 
ULTIMATELY, UNSATISFACTORY. 



Rather than a vertical relationship between 

material life and the life of "ideas," marx's 

more interesting idea is that 



THE LIFE OF IDEAS 



IS INFUSED WITH 



AN EP 



v Vr n o ivi n i cninL 



IFE. 



The routines by 
which we subsist 
and reproduce our- 
selves shape the 
way we think, in the 
same way that our 
senses shape the way 
that we think. 



But just as, in geometry 
and science, we have 
developed systematic 
ways to escape the limi- 
tations of our senses, 
so, too, in our culture, 
we can develop ways to 
escape the limitations 
of our routines. 
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HUMAN LABOR AND ANIMAL PRODUCTION IS 
BASED FIRMLY ON ONE ESSENTIAL HUMAN 



A SPI 
ER' 
CELL 
DISTI 

BEES 




mm 

?HUMANS 
1 IMAGINE 
J THINGS:., 



>ERATIONS THAT ARE LIKE A WEAV 
ROUGH THE BUILDING OF ITS WAX 
A HUMAN ARCHITECT. BUT WHAT 
WORST ARCHITECT FROM THE BEST 
>S THE CELLS IN HIS HEAD BEFORE 
ILDS THEM IN WAX. 



Given the great role accorded, then, to 

what humans can do in their head, we 

need a more expansive sense of what 

our "material conditions" are — 

THAT IS, WE 

SHOULD LOOK FOR 

THE MIND IN OUR 

ROUTINES. 

Similarly, if the social order in which the 

dominant class has its privileges is to be 

maintained, it must find some way to 

CURB 

AND 

MANAGE 

OUR CRITICAL IMAGINATION. 

From this flows 
the consciousness industry 

IDEOLOGY. 
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Investigation of the social or- 
der THAT MANAGES AND CHANNELS 
OUR THOUGHT HAS BECOME TODAY 
KNOWN AS 



IDEDLDCY 
CRITIQUE 



The two great texts in 
which Marx most fiercely 
employed it are the ger- 
MAN Ideology, which shows 
that the demystification, 
or "critical critique" of 
the Left Hegelians relied 
on upside-down idealistic 
premises, 



and the section of Capital 
entitled "The Fetishism of 
the Commodity and Its Se- 
cret," WHICH REVEALS THE 

secret of the commodity 
that had been construct- 
ed behind the back of 
the capitalists and their 
economists. That secret 
is, ultimately, surplus la- 
bor-value. 



In both cases, Marx reveals that 

the social understanding that under- 

girds our apprehension of a seemingly 

natural state of affairs 

actually veils causes and effects, 

making them appear reversed. 
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ELSE THAI 




RETINA DOES FROM THEIR PHYSICAL 



:SS. 



iN'THE FETISHISM OF 
THE COMMODITY AND iTS SECRET" 




m ^n y i 
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MARX SHOWS THAT 




COMMODITIES ARE THE RESULT OF A SYSTEM IN WHICH 
THE USE-VALUE OF THINGS IS NO LONGER OF IMMEDIATE CON- 
CERN TO THEIR PRODUCERS, WHO SELL THEIR LABOR-TIME TO 
THE CAPITALIST TO MAKE OBJECTS FOR HIM WHICH HE WILL 

EXCHANGE FOR MONEY ON THE MARKET. 

THE COMMODITY OBJECTIFIES THE NECESSARY LABOR-TIME 

OF THE PRODUCER, AND THE SURPLUS LABOR-TIME 

EXPROPRIATED BY THE CAPITALIST. 

But this is not how it appears 
in capitalism. 

Capitalism makes it appear as if supply and demand have 
called into being, through the genius of the entrepreneur, 

the commodities themselves, 
so the commodities themselves then address us on a one to 

one basis — 



BEGINNING TO APPEAR IN WHICH PRODUCTS WOULD, 
FANTASTICALLY, SPEAK TO CONSUMERS. 
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THE ILINX MO- 
MENTS IN MARX 

— WHICH ARE THE EQUIVALENT OF THE MOMENTS WHEN CHAINS ARE 

EITHER FORGED OR BROKEN, WHEN HIS ARGUMENT SCINTILLATES AND 

ECHOES WITH THE SOUND OF STEEL ON STEEL — 

ARE ALWAYS STAGED TO 
LEAD US FROM AN UP- 
SIDE DOWN WORLD 

— WHOSE REVERSED VALUES SEEM NATURAL TO 
THE INHABITANTS — 

OUT TO THE REAL 
WORLD, BY WAY OF 

A REVOLUTION. 

Revolutionary vertigo is, in a way, 
anti-vertigo 

— in its moment of nauseous 
strangeness, we breathe the real 

air of our economic system. 
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Chapter Five 



ALIENATION: 

WHAT IS 

REVOLUTION 

FOR? 



In the eighteenth century, 



NO LONGER WAS 



REVOLUTION WAS MADE IN 
THE NAME OF HAPPINESS. 



Jefferson's 
phrase, 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS, 

AND BENTHAM'S 
PHRASE, 

THE GREATEST HAPPINESS 
FOR THE GREATEST NUMBER 

CONVERGE IN DESCRIBING A NEW WAY 

OF THINKING ABOUT THE SOCIAL AND 

POLITICAL ORDER. 



the order of society 
justified by tradition or the 

divine. Instead, it was 
justified in terms of being 
able to create the condi- 
tions for happiness. 



The governing class related to the dominat- 
ed CLASSES SOLELY IN SO FAR AS THEY ULTIMATELY 
RULED FOR THEIR HAPPINESS. 



Even at the time, there were Enlightenment savants who 
rejected this, not in the name of the old order, but in the 
name of the perfection of human capabilities. there are 
hints of this notion in rousseau, but it is in germany that 
those who sympathized with the french revolution, like 
Herder and Georg Forster, were concerned that 



happiness was 

a misleading goal 

at best. 



Happiness, after all, is determined by social conditions. 



It might well be that the serf feels happy being in 
bondage to a feudal master. In the name of what prin- 
ciple SHOULD ONE DISTURB THAT HAPPINESS? FORSTER'S 
ANSWER WAS THAT HAPPINESS SHOULD NEVER STAND IN THE 
WAY OF THE FULL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR HUMAN CAPACITIES. 



Marx inherits 
this tradition. 



Unlike many nineteenth-century socialists and com- 
munists, Marx does not indulge in providing a de- 
tailed BLUEPRINT ABOUT WHAT SOCIETY WILL BE LIKE 
WHEN THE REVOLUTION AGAINST CAPITALISM SUCCEEDS. IT 
IS MUCH EASIER TO SAY WHAT MARX WANTED THE REVOLU- 
TION TO OVERTHROW THAN WHAT HE WANTED TO ESTABLISH. 



TAKE FOR INSTANCE 
THE NOTION OF ALIENATION. 




MAR>I< TAKES 
THE EDNEEPT DF ALIEN- 
ATION FROM HEGEL, 

WHO BELIEVED IT HINTED AT A CERTAIN SPLIT IN 
THE MODERN SUBJECT CONSIDERED FROM THE 
PHENOMENOLOGY OF MIND. 
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Marx takes up the concept 
and inserts it into history, making it 
a product of capitalism and one of t 
he targets of revolution. slnce he de- 
fined the modern project as creating 
the conditions for the unobstructed 
expression of human capabilities — and 
not in terms of the greatest happiness 
for the greatest number — alienation 
must be overcome. 



But how did Marx 



SEE ALIENATION AT WORK 



IN CAPITALISM? 
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We can trace Marx's understanding of alienation 

from his early econom ic- ph i losoph ical manu- 
scripts (1843), where he is evidently still under 
Hegel's influence, through The Communist Mani- 
festo AND HIS ECONOMIC WORKS. A KEY IS GIVEN TO US 

in The German Ideology, where alienation is linked 
to a level of "un bearabi lity." 



But what exactly is 
unbearable? 



In chapter 25 of Capital, the massive overview 
of the entire logic of the system of surplus- 
value and its accumulation brings the term into 
the open again: 

All means to the development of production are turned around 
into means of dominating and exploiting the producers, of crip- 
pling the laborer into a parti al- person , in devaluing him to an 
annex of the machine, in destroying its content by making it into 
the torture of his labor, in alienating from him the intellectual 
powers contained in the labor process in the same proportion that 
science is finally incorporated into it as an independent power; it 
distorts the conditions, under which he works, subjects him dur- 
ing the working process to the most petty and hateful despotism, 
transforms his lifetime into his worktime, and throws his wife and 
child under the wheels of the juggernaut of capital. 
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But all the methods of PRODUCTION are AT THE same TIME methods of ac- 
cumulation AND EVERY EXTENSION OF ACCUMULATION IS, INVERSELY, THE MEANS 
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS METHOD. IT FOLLOWS THAT IN PROPORTION 



as Capital 

ACCUMU- 
LATES, THE 
POSITION OF 
THE WORKER, 
WHETHER HIS 
PAY BE HIGH 
OR LOW, MUST 
WORSEN. 
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What is un- 
bearable for 



he is contrib- 
uting to the ac- 



the proletariat cumulation of 
is that, by the surplus value 
law of surplus that will soon- 
value, no mat- er or later be 



ter what his 
wages are p 



used against 
him. 
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Subtler still, as Marx noticed in the 1840s, while 

THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM DEMANDS EVER MORE SPECIAL- 
IZATION OF TASKS — INTENSIFYING THE DIVISION OF LA- 
BOR — IT ALSO RUTHLESSLY SEEKS THE GREATEST POSSIBLE 



ROUTINIZATION OF TASKS. 



Value, in capitalism, is based on abstract labor 
time — and abstract labor time is based on the evacu- 
ation of the particular content of labor from the 
time taken to do a task. in fact, capital seeks to make 



LABORERS AS DISPENSABLE — 



AS INTERCHANGEABLE — AS POSSIBLE. 



Like an escalator in 

an escher print, as 

the middle-class worker 

GOES UP 
THE ESCALATOR OF SKILLS, 

SHE FINDS THAT 
SHE IS ALSO GOING DOWN. 



This creates a paradoxical effect on the "middle 
class," which is always seeking specialized skills — 
from investment, for instance, in education — in or- 
der to bargain for higher wages, while always 



SEEING THOSE SKILLS ROUTINIZED AND OFFSHORED 



BY CAPITALISTS SEEKING MORE SURPLUS VALUE. 
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Work discipline, within capitalism, 
establishes norms for "good work.' 



t > 



< 





The capitalist 
ideology links 

"GOOD work" 

TO SALARIES. 

BUT THE TRUTH OF CAPITALISM 

IS REVEALED IN THE MASS 

LAYOFF. IT IS NOT GOOD WORK, 

IT IS SURPLUS VALUE 

— THE AMOUNT OF UNPAID TIME THAT THE 
CAPITALIST CAN SCORE FROM THE WORKER — 

THAT ULTIMATELY 
DETERMINES THE WORKER'S 



"POSITION." 
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Marx and Engels 

WERE MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE OF COMMUNIST WORKERS, WHOSE MEMBERSHIP 
CARDS WERE INSCRIBED, IN MANY DIFFERENT LANGUAGES, WITH THE MOTTO 



IN 1847, AT THE SECOND CONGRESS IN LONDON, 
TWO THINGS HAPPENED. ONE BECAME WORLD FA- 
MOUS — Marx and Engels were commissioned to 
write a Confession of Faith, which eventually 
became The Communist Manifesto. The second 
is less well known, but an integral part of 
the first's significance. 

IN THE MANIFESTO, THE CO-AUTHORS REPLACED 

THE LEAGUE'S MOTTO WITH A BATTLE CRY THAT 

OPENLY PROCLAIMED THE CLASS CHARACTER OF 

THE STRUGGLE: 

"Proletar- 
ian of ALL 

COUNTRp, 
UNITEr 
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Looking to the events 
in France, Marx wrote, 




The February 

revolution was 

the beautiful 

revolution, 

THE REVOLUTION OF UNIVERSAL SYMPATHIES, 
BECAUSE THE CONTRADICTIONS WHICH ERUPTED 
IN IT AGAINST THE MONARCHY WERE STILL UN- 
DEVELOPED AND HARMONIOUSLY SLEPT NEXT TO 
ONE ANOTHER, BECAUSE THE SOCIAL STRUGGLE 
WHICH FORMED THEIR BACKGROUND HAD ONLY 
ACHIEVED AN AIRY EXISTENCE, AN EXISTENCE 
IN PHRASES, IN WORDS. 




The June 
revolution 
is the ugly 

REVOLUTION, 

THE REPULSIVE REVOLUTION, 
BECAUSE THE PHRASES HAVE 
GIVEN PLACE TO THE REAL 
THING, BECAUSE THE REPUBLIC 
ITSELF HAS BARED THE HEAD 
OF THE MONSTER BY KNOCK- 
ING OFF THE CROWN WHICH 
SHIELDED AND CONCEALED IT. 
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The question that has 
confronted marx's heirs, 
since his death is: 



i< 



DO WE REALLY NEED AN 



UGLY REVOLUTION? 



And since Marx himself pointed out that 

capitalism was inherently crisis ridden 

— that the general profit rate tends to drop — 

those heirs have seized on this opening 

to propose a patch: 

WE CAN SAVE THE AMAZING PRO- 
DUCTIVE POWER OF CAPITALISM 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME CURB- 
ING ITS TENDENCY TO EXPLOIT 
THE WORKER BY 
USING CRISIS AS A LEVER TO GET 
A BETTER DEAL FOR THE WORKER 
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Marx's thesis that capital- 
ism WAS INHERENTLY CRISIS RID- 
DEN WAS NOT A NEW OBSERVA- 
TION. Panics that traversed the 

WORLD OF COMMERCE HAD BEEN 
OBSERVED SINCE THE SIXTEENTH 
CENTURY. 



in the nineteenth century, however, the eco- 
nomic mainstream began to coalesce around 
equilibrium models in which, to use modern 
jargon, all markets cleared — that is, supply 
and demand balanced each other out. 
This is Say's Law, named for the French econo- 
mist Jean-Baptiste Say. 



Say's Law made crises 



mysterious: if supply 



and demand equal out. 



how could an economic 



crisis occur? 
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MarXp in Capital, evis- 
cerates Say for not 
understanding the 

difference between a 
arter economy and 

monetized economy. 






Following how products are valorized 

— the circuit that leads 

from commodity to money 

and from money back to 

commodity — 

Marx pulls out the contradictions 
inherent in capitalism 

— contradictions that expressed the 

fundamental opposition between 

labor and capital. 
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The alienation, or the unbearability of social 

arrangements by those disadvantaged by them, 

is objectified in the contradictions inherent to 

capitalist production. 

In other modes of produc- 
tion — THE FEUDAL OR AN- 
CIENT MODE — OVERPRODUC- 
TION WAS CONTINGENT. 

The real problem 

with which feudal and ancient society contended 

was underproduction — 



MOST NOTABLY. 
IN FAMINE. 
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Capitalism creates not only 
abundance, but an overpro- 
duction that jams up the sys- 
tem, and that makes it expand 
to find new markets and new 
pools of cheap labor. 
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Notice, however, that this gives us another way of 
envisioning the end of the capitalist system — a way 
that does not involve overturning it. this insight 
can lead two ways. 

Either capitalism will or capitalists, under- 

collapse of itself — and standing their own need 
thus, there is no need to repair the crisis 

for the ugly revolution bound system, will use 
of the workers; the state to create 

aggregate demand for 
products — and in so 
doing, allow the state 
room to intervene ex- 
tensively in the economy 



We can get a sense of how 
Marx would have react- 
ed to the latter strategy by 
..ooking at his remarks on 
:he program of the German 
Worker s Party, a party that 
cited Marx as its intellec- 
tual godfather. Marx saw 
that their program, known 
as the Gotha program, was, 
in fact, a surrender of the 
igly to the beautiful revo- 
lution. For all its rhetorica.. 
militancy, Marx saw that it 
was riddled with national- 
ism, sexism, and— most of 
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all— a misunderstanding of 
the worker's position in cap- 
italism, and veiled its short- 
comings with universalistic 
platitudes. Marx's glosses on 
the text were scathing— and 
were, consequently, hushed 
ip. Even after Marx died, 
.Elngels found many difficul- 
ties in publishing the piece. 
As Marx saw it, the Gotha 
program had moved com- 
munism backwards: back to 
a theory about distribution. 
Back to the pre- scientific so- 
cialists. 
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MADX 

never wrote 
a book called 



Distribution/' 



The point of Capital was 
not that the system of dis- 
tribution was unjust — the 
point of Capital was that 
the system of production 
was inhuman, 



A CONTRADICTION AT EVERY 

POINT OF THE DEFINITION OF 

THE HUMAN THAT EMERGED IN 

THE GREAT REVOLUTIONS OF 

MODERNITY, A SLEIGHT OF HAND 

THAT ALIENATED HUMANS FROM 

THEIR CAPACITIES. WHETHER 
THE WORKER MADE MORE MONEY 
OR NOT, THE SYSTEM OF EXPLOI- 
TATION PUT HUMAN PERFECT- 
IBILITY IN HOCK; SOONER OR 
LATER, THE CRIPPLED STUMPS 
OF HUMANITY WOULD REVOLT 
AGAINST THE MACHINES THAT 
CRIPPLED THEM. 
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BECAUSE HE DEFUSES 




The ab- 
solute, in 

THE FALL- 
EN WORLD, 
ALWAYS 
TAKES ON 
THE MASK 
OF THE 
BANAL 
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At the end of the Gotha pro- 
gram, Marx signs off with the 
latin sentence, 



DlXI ET SALVAVI 
ANIMAM MEAM 
HAVE SPOKEN 
SAVED MY 

£OUL 



*>-* 
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